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OFFICE OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY o0o INFORMATION CENTER

SO0OCTIAL PROFTILE

THE CONDITIONS AND CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSING ARE ASSOCIATED WITH
THE INCIDENCE AND DEGREE OF POVERTY IN A COMMUNITY. DATA SHOWING THE
PROPERTIES OF HOUSING ARE; THEREFORE; INCLUDED HERE TO AID IN
EVALUATING THE LEVEL OF LIVING IN DARLINGTON COUNTY.

A BASIC INDICATOR OF HOUSING ADEQUACY FOR ANY GIVEN AREA IS THE
PERCENTAGE OF DWELLING UNITS WHICH ARE NOT OILAPIDATED OR DETERIORATED
AND CONTAIN PLUMBING FACILITIES. IN 1960y 74.0% OF ALL DWELLING UNITS
IN THE UNITED STATES MET THESE CONDITIONS, AN IMPROVEMENT OVER THE
63.6% WHICH MET EHEM IN 1950. e . . =

IN DARLINGTON CﬁUﬁTY IN 1960, 47-.0% OF ALL DWELLING UNITS WERE
SOUND AND.CONTAINED PLUMBINGe AS OPPOSED TO 1950 WHEN 27.0% MET THE
REQUISITES FOR SOUNDNESS. .

3 DARLINGTBN COUNTY SHOWED. WORSE HOUSING. CONDITIDNS THAN THE UNITED
STATES IN BOYH 1950 AND 1960.

THE NUMBER OF PERSONS PER ROOM IN A DWELLING UNIT IS ANOTHER .
VALUABLE INDICATOR OF ADEQUACY OF HOUSING. IN 1960: OVER THE UNITED
STATES AS A WHOLE, 11.5% OF ALL DWELLING UNITS WERE INHABITED WITH
MORE. THAN ONE PERSON.PER ROOM. THE PERCENTAGE OF CROWDED DWELLING
UNITS IN 1960 IN DARLINGYON COUNTY STOOD ABOVE THE NATION AT 26.4%.

. THE NUMBER OF PERSONS OCCUPYING EACH UNIT IS ALSC AN INDICATOR OF
CROWDED HOUSING CONDITIONS ASSOCIATED WITH POVERTY. FOR THE UNITED
STATES AS A WHOLE, THE AVERAGE POPULATION PER DWELLING UNIT IN 1960
WAS 3.3. AT THE SAME VTIME,; IN DARLINGTON COUNTY, THE NUMBER OF PERSONS
LIVING IN EACH DWELLING UNIT, ON THE AVERAGE, WAS 4.0 IN 1960 AS WELL
AS 1950. . . : . SIS =
ZN 1960, 27.5% OF ALL STRUCTURES IN THE UNITED STATES HAD BEEN
BUILT IN 1950 OR LATER. THE PERCENTAGE OF STRUCTURES EXISTING IN. 1960
WHICH WERE BUILT IN 1950 OR LATER IN DARLINGTON COUNTY WAS 23.0%,
REVEALING A HIGHER PROPORTION OF OLDER HOUSING THAN THE NATION.
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TO FURTHER ASSESS THE STATUS OF HOUSING IN DARLiNGTDN CDUNTY;
SEVERAL INDICATORS OF HOUSEHOLD PROSPERITY ARE CONTRASTED BELOGW TO
COMPARABLE FIGURES FOR THE UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE.

[

1960 PERCENTAGE OF |
OCCUPIED DWELLINGS WITH . R s

>

WASHING MACHINES... COUNTY | 57.3%
~ UNITED STATES 13.71%

FOOD FREEZERSeo. .  COUNTY 32.43
kD ‘ UNITED STATES . 18.4%
AIR CONDITIONERS... COUNTY 15.1%2
~ UNITED STATES 12.4%

TELEVISION SETSo.. COUNTY 76.0%
Bl UNITED STATES 87.3%
TELEPHONESa e COUNTY g 50.5%
UNITED STATES 78.5%

ONE CAReoe COUNTY 50.7%2
: UNITED STATES 56.9%
TWO. OR MORE CARS...  COUNTY 20.8%

UNITED STATES 21.5%

OWNER-OCCUPIED DWELLING UNITS WERE MORE NUMEROUS THAN
RENTER-OCCUPIED DWELLINGS IN DARLINGTON COUNTY IN_1960.

THE MEDIAN VALUE OF OWNER-OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS _IN DARLINGTON
COUNTY AT THAT TIME WAS $6,800, AS OPPOSED TO A NATIONAL MEDIAN VALUE
OF $11,900. A DECADE EARLIER, IN 1950, THE. MEDIAN.VALUE OF .
OWNER-OCCUPIED DWELLINGS WAS EVALUATED AT _$3,837 IN DARLINGTON COUNTY,
COMPARED TO THE NATIONAL MEDIAN OF $7,344 AT_THAT TIME. THESE DATA
SHOW A GAIN OF 77.2 PERCENT IN VALUE IN DARLINGTON COUNTY' VERSUS A
CORRESPONDING GAIN OF 62.2 PERCENT FOR THE UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE.
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THE LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT AND FACILITIES IN A COMMUNITY
IS A RELEABLE INDICATOR OF ITS SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS. COUNTIES WITH A
HIGH INCIOENCE OF FAMILIES WITH INCOMES BELOW THE POVERTY CUTOFF ARE
LIKELY YO BE THE COUNTIES WITH A POORLY EDUCATED POPULATION.
., ..THE MEDIAN SCHOOL . YEARS COMPLETED BY PERSONS IN DARLINGTON COUNTY
AGED TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AND OVER WERE 8.1 IN 1960. DARLINGTON COUNTY
HAD, THEREFOREy; A LEVEL OF EDUCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT LOWER THAN THE
NATION AS A WHOLE WHERE THE MEDIAN SCHOOL YEARS COMPLETED STOOD AT
10.6. TEN YEARS EARLIER, IN 1950, THE UNITED STATES MEDIAN SCHOOL
YEARS COMPLETED BY THE POPULATION TWENTY-FIVE AND OLDER WERE 9.3. AT
THIS TIME, MEDIAN SCHOOL YEARS COMPLETED IN DARLINGTON COUNTY WERE
7.0 WHILE THE COUNYY FOLLOWED THE NATIONAL TREND OF_ AN INCREASE FROM
1950 7O 1960 IN MEOIAN SCHOOL YEARS COMPLETEDy 1Ty NEVERTHELESS, STOOD
Lﬂﬁgﬂ THAN THE UNITED STATES IN BOTH 1950 AND 1960 ON THIS MEASURE OF
SUFEICIENCY OF EDUCATION. el : - N SR

,THE EXTENT DF FUNCT[ONAL ILLITERACY IN A COHHUNITY CAN BE MEASURED
8Y THE NUMBER DF PERSONS TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE OR MORE WHO HAVE
COMPLETED. LESS THAN FIVE YEARS OF SCHOOL. IN 1960, 8.4% OF THE UNITED
STATES POPULATION AGED TWENTY-=FIVE OR OVER HAD NOT FINISHED MORE THAN
FOUR.YEARS OF SCHOOL. A WORSE SHOWING THAN THAT OF DARLINGTON COUNTY,
WHERE. 24.1% OF. THE ADULY. POPULATION HAD NOT GONE BEYOND FOUR SCHDOL
YEARS. IN THE SAME AGE GROUP, 41.1% OF THE POPULATION OF THE NATION
HAD: COMPLETED AT LEAST A SECONDARY LEVEL EDUCATION COMPARED TO THE
LOWER _PROPORTION OF 26.8%. IN DARLINGYON_COUNTY.

IN 1960, NINEYY PERCENT OF ALL COUNTIES IN THE UNITED STATES HAD A
LOWER PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AND OVER COMPLETING
LESS THAN FIVE YEARS. OF SCHOOL. =

THE PERCENTAGE. OF LOCAL GOVERNHENT EXPENDITURES UTILIZED FOR _
EDUCATION IS OFTEN A GOOD INDICATOR OF THE EMPHASIS PLACED ON .
EDUCATION BY A COMMUNITY. AN_EXPENDITURE OF $3,729,600 WAS ALLOTTED 71O
EDUCATION IN DARLINGTON COUNTY IN 1962y 74% OF TOVYAL EXPENDITURES.
BASED ON 1962 COUNTY POPULATION, THIS AMOUNTS TO $69 PER CAPITA, BELOW
THE NATIONAL AVERAGE OF $100 PER CAPITA. . £ :

DARL INGTON CQUNTY SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS ROSE 8.6 PERCENT FROM 149526
STUDENTS IN 1960 TO AN ENROLLMENT OF 15,769 STUDENTS IN 1965.

* # % & =
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